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REF: (A) 92 STATE 35210 

ROME ALSO FOR VATICAN, BRUSSELS ALSO FOR USEC, VIENNA ALSO FOR 
USDEL CSBM, USVIENNA FOR CFE 


1. FOLLOWING ARE THE REMARKS OF U.S. PERMREP EINAUDI TO 
THE EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL 
HELD FEBRUARY 4 ON THE COUP ATTEMPT IN VENEZUELA. REFTEL 
PROVIDES A REPORT OF THE SPECIAL SESSION AND THE TEXT OF 
THE RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE COUNCIL. 


2. BEGIN TEXT OF REMARKS. 


"THE OAS AND DEMOCRACY" 

STATEMENT TO THE OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL 
BY AMBASSADOR LUIGI R. EINAUDI 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: NORMAN M BOUTON 

DATE/CASE ID: 21 JUL 2008 200503656 
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DURING ITS SPECIAL SESSION 
ON THE COUP ATTEMPT IN VENEZUELA 
FEBRUARY 4, 1992 


THE UNITED STATES IS PROUD TO COSPONSOR THE RESOLUTION 
BEFORE THE PERMANENT COUNCIL BECAUSE IT REFLECTS PRECISELY 
THE VIEWS AND THE POLICY OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT (SEE 
"SUPPORT FOR THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA," 
PERMANENT COUNCIL RESOLUTION 576, FEBRUARY 4). 


THE UNITED STATES CONDEMNS THE ATTEMPTED COUP. WHEN WORD 

OF THE COUP ATTEMPT REACHED US, PRESIDENT BUSH IMMEDIATELY 

CALLED PRESIDENT PEREZ. AT 2:30 A.M., PRESIDENT BUSH 

OFFERED PRESIDENT PEREZ OUR SUPPORT. PRESIDENT PEREZ 

ASKED ONLY FOR A PUBLIC STATEMENT, WHICH THE STATE 

DEPARTMENT ISSUED IMMEDIATELY. AS HE LEFT THE WHITE HOUSE 
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FOR FLORIDA AT DAWN, PRESIDENT BUSH REFERRED TO PRESIDENT 
PEREZ AS "ONE OF THE GREAT DEMOCRATIC LEADERS IN OUR 
HEMISPHERE" AND CONDEMNED THE "OUTRAGEOUS, ILLEGAL 
MILITARY COUP" (ATTEMPT) . 


ALLOW ME TO MAKE FOUR BRIEF COMMENTS ABOUT WHY THIS COUP 
SHOULD BE UENQUIVOCALLY CONDEMNED. 


FIRST, AFTER 34 YEARS OF UNINTERRUPTED DEMOCRATIC 
PROCESSES IN VENEZUELA, THE COUP ATTEMPT IS PARTICULARLY 
SURPRISING BECAUSE IT CAN ONLY BE SEEN AS AN ATTACK 
AGAINST DEMOCRACY. 


SECOND, THE COUP ATTEMPT WAS NOT JUST AIMED AGAINST THE 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. IT INCLUDED AN ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE 
PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ HIMSELF. HE HAS BEEN, AND 
IS, ONE OF THE LEADERS OF LATIN AMERICA -- THERE ARE 
OTHERS AS WELL -- WHO HAS SHOWN THE MOST COMMITMENT TO 
DEVELOPING AND ADVANCING DEMOCRATIC DOCTRINE IN THE 
HEMISPHERE. I AM PROUD TO HAVE CONSIDERED HIM A FRIEND 
FOR ALMOST 20 YEARS. 


THIRD, THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE DID NOT SUPPORT THIS COUP 
ATTEMPT. IN FACT, MOST VENEZUELAN MILITARY HONORED THEIR 
UNIFORMS; THIS IS ONE REASON THE COUP ATTEMPT FAILED. 


LASTLY, LET ME NOTE THAT THERE ARE SOME 25,000 U.S. 


CITIZENS LIVING AND WORKING PRODUCTIVELY IN VENEZUELA. 
ALL ARE SAFE AND PHYSICALLY UNAFFECTED BY THE COUP. 
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OUR SUPPORT FOR THE PERMANENT COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
CONDEMNING THE COUP ATTEMPT AND SUPPORTING VENEZUELA. 


TODAY'S RESOLUTION ALSO REAFFIRMS THE COMMITMENT TO 
DEMOCRACY AND RESOLUTION 1080 ADOPTED AT THE OAS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY IN SANTIAGO, CHILE, IN JUNE OF 1991. 


LET ME QUOTE DIRECTLY THE BASIC WORDS FROM RESOLUTION 1080 
THAT IDENTIFY THE "TRIGGER" FOR OUR COLLECTIVE RESPONSE: 


". . . ANY EVENT GIVING RISE TO THE SUDDEN OR IRREGULAR 
INTERRUPTION OF THE DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL INSTITUTIONAL 
PROCESS OR THE LEGITIMATE EXERCISE OF POWER BY THE 
DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT IN ANY OF THE 


ORGANIZATION'S MEMBER STATES .. ." 


FORTUNATELY, SUCH AN INTERRUPTION DID NOT MATERIALIZE IN 
VENEZUELA. BUT THE QUESTION OF THE DEPTH AND STRENGTH OF 
OUR COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY IS VERY MUCH ON PEOPLE'S 
MINDS. 


I RECEIVED A CALL THIS MORNING FROM A NEWSMAN IN HAITI WHO 
OBSERVED, "VENEZUELA SHOWS THAT DEFENDING DEMOCRACY IS 
COMPLICATED. PERHAPS YOU AND THE OAS WOULD DO WELL TO 
FORGET ABOUT IT." 


I REPEATED TO HIM WHAT I HAVE SAID TO THOSE WHO QUESTION 
OR CRITICIZE OUR ACTIONS IN DEFENSE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
ORDER IN HAITI: "COUPS ARE NOT AN ACCEPTABLE WAY OF 
RESOLVING POLITICAL DIFFERENCES." 
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OUR REAFFFIRMATION TODAY OF RESOLUTION 1080 IS THUS A 
DIRECT RESPONSE TO CONCERNS HELD BY MEMBERS OF OUR 
COMMUNITY. YET BEHIND THAT CONCERN LIES A DEEPER ISSUE. 


THE ISSUE IS ONE OF ARTICULATING, CONSOLIDATING, AND 
DEFENDING DEMOCRATIC ORDERS THROUGHOUT THE HEMISPHERE. 
THIS GENERAL ISSUE IS AT THE HEART OF THE AMERICAS. IT 
DEFINES OUR COLLECTIVE EFFORT TO SHAPE THE FUTURE WE SEEK. 


SINCE THE ONSET OF THE COUP ATTEMPT THIS MORNING, MY 
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MISSION HAS NOT HAD THE opportunrty i) Chan SHETED. rveny 


WITH OTHER MISSIONS HERE. BUT IN DISCUSSIONS WITHIN OUR 
OWN GOVERNMENT TWO CATEGORIES OF ACTIONS BY WHICH 
RESOLUTION 1080 MIGHT BE STRENGTHENED HAVE BEEN 

SUGGESTED: ONE IS IMMEDIATELY OPERATIONAL AND EVEN 
ADMINISTRATIVE IN NATURE; THE OTHER IS MORE LONG TERM, AND 
INVOLVES JURIDICAL INSTRUMENTS, INSTITUTIONS, AND HABITS. 


FIRST, WE NEED TO STRENGTHEN THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND HIS 
STAFF. IT IS CLEAR THAT THE DEMANDS PLACED BY THE MEMBER 
STATES ON THE SECRETARIAT OF A RENEWED OAS COMMITTED TO 
DEMOCRATIC SOLIDARITY ARE ENORMOUS. 


-- WE SHOULD, AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN THE BAHAMAS THIS 
MAY, GIVE OUR SECRETARY GENERAL THE AUTHORITY TO HIRE THE 
PROFESSIONAL AND SUPPORT STAFF HE NEEDS TO SERVE THE 
MEMBER STATES. 


-~- WE NEED TO HELP IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND ORGANIZATION OF 

THE DEMOCRACY UNIT, SO THAT IT CAN INCREASE ITS ACCESS TO 

PROFESSIONAL, ACADEMIC AND OTHER DEMOCRATIC ENTITIES, AS 
UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE 06 STATE 036719 0523332 
PROVIDED IN THE GUIDELINES APPROVED IN DECEMBER BY THIS 
COUNCIL. 


-- WE SHOULD WORK FOR THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN OUR INDIVIDUAL COUNTRY MISSIONS TO THE OAS, THE 
PERMANENT COUNCIL, THE SECRETARIAT, AND THE RELEVANT 
ENTITITIES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, PARTICULARLY THE 
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 


-- AND FINALLY, WE MUST ALL JOIN TO SUPPORT THE 
ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF OEA-DEMOC, THE CIVILIAN 
MISSION IN HAITI. OEA-DEMOC MUST BE READY AND AVAILABLE 
TO BEGIN WORK, SO THAT IF ITS PRESENCE IS BLOCKED THE ONUS 
WILL BE ON THOSE WHO REFUSE, NOT ON THOSE WHO OFFER TO 
HELP. 


THESE SUGGESTIONS ARE IN SOME WAYS MINOR, MANY COULD EVEN 
BE SAID TO REFLECT LITTLE MORE THAN SOUND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PRACTICE. THERE ARE BROADER AND MORE DIFFICULT ISSUES 
HOWEVER. 


THE SECOND CATEGORY OF ACTIONS TO STRENGTHEN OUR 
COOPERATION IN DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACY HAS TO DO WITH 
JURIDICAL INSTRUMENTS, INCENTIVES, AND INSTITUTIONAL 
HABITS. 
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-- WE NEED TO LOOK AT THE OAS CHARTER AND OUR OTHER 
JURIDICAL INSTRUMENTS AND SEE HOW THEY MIGHT BE 
STRENGTHENED TO PERFECT OUR COORDINATION SO THAT WE CAN 
WORK MORE CREDIBLY TOGETHER TO SUPPORT DEMOCRACY IN THE 
HEMISPHERE . 
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-- WE NEED TO ACT ON THE MANDATE IN PARAGRAPH 3 OF 
RESOLUTION 1080, WHICH CHARGED THIS COUNCIL WITH DEVISING 
A SET OF PROPOSALS TO SERVE AS INCENTIVES TO PRESERVE AND 
STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC SYSTEMS. 


-- WE NEED TO CHANGE SOME OF OUR INSTITUTIONAL HABITS AND 
LACK OF COMMUNICATION. IN PARTICULAR, I BELIEVE WE MUST 
RECOGNIZE THE WILLINGNESS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE 
BOARD (IADB) TO SUPPORT THE OAS WORKING GROUP ON SECURITY 
AND LEND ITS PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE TO THE OAS. WE SHOULD 
RECOGNIZE THAT IADB'S WILLINGNESS REFLECTS A DEVELOPING 
PROFESSIONAL ETHOS SUPPORTIVE OF THE LEAD ROLE OF CIVILIAN 
AUTHORITIES ON POLICY MATTERS. THE AMBIGUITIES IN THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE IADB AND THE OAS ARE A RESIDUE OF 
THE PAST. IT IS TIME NOW TO RELEGATE THEM TO THE PAST. 


MY CONCLUDING POINT ADDRESSES SPIRIT, OF STYLE AND 
APPROACH. HOW ARE WE AS A COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRATIC NATIONS 
WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE THE CHANGES NECESSARY TO STRENGTHEN 
OUR SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY? 


SOME OF THOSE WHO FAVOR REFORMING THE CHARTER AND OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS TO REFLECT OUR NEW DEMOCRATIC 
COMMITMENTS HAVE TOO OFTEN KEPT QUIET, FEARING THEY MIGHT 
BE ACCUSED BY SOME OF "IMPOSITION" -- OF PRESUMING TO 
IMPOSE UNILATERAL OR PARTIAL MODELS OF DEMOCRACY. 


EVENTS IN HAITI AND TODAY IN VENEZUELA SUGGEST THAT UNDUE 
CAUTION AND SILENCE, HOWEVER, CAN ALSO LEAD TO 


“IMPOSITION” -- BY SMALL ARMED MINORITIES OF THEIR WILL 
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OVER THAT OF THE PEOPLE. 
PATIENCE, CONSULTATION, AND "NO IMPOSITIONS" SHOULD BE THE 


HALLMARKS OF A STRENGTHENED APPROACH TO DEFENDING 
DEMOCRACY. IN THE WORDS OF THE OUTSTANDING AMERICANIST, 
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THE PERUVIAN VICTOR RAUL DE LA rorre NGL ARS ETE, BE 


"DANAMERICANISMO DEMOCRATICO SIN IMPERIO." 
3. END OF TEXT. 


4. PORT AU PRINCE MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. 


BAKER 
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